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THE REAL 


TRANSACTIONS. 


Reluing to the 1 0 
Late ELECTION of SHERIFFS 


1 % OK THE NT et 
rx of Land and COUNT Y of pit; 


10G 


Were as follow, * 


MI. om the r erg 

| on the. Huftings at Guldbell, and the Livery-Men — called in 

by the uſual Proctanigtion, the Recorder, as is alfo the antient Practice; 'd 

W . . 
Bs . 7 ' : "3s . 
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\ Gentlemen,” - > bib Bag e ee 

OU are bere 4 Bled to itt Shoifs for — 
Tex, for the Tear enſuing. 7 
4 Manner, as to enſwer the -M 


Privileges baving been Aubert uſeil in 7 
4 fob which they were obtain d, viz. the Prefer nin of jour Liberties and the Pub- 
lick Welfare, ther tt wo doubt but you will be govern'd by the Fa Temper” and Diſ- 
_ in the Affair wider gr uin ent Conſideration, © 
As gon are ſo babpy „ wider rhe Proteetion of the © pros Government, all 
Jour eligious and C 1 7 26 without the leaſt Invaſion or Violence ; 
7 90 Furtume to live under a Conſtitutiom where the publick Fuſficr ff — 
ly and impartially, according to the known Laws 'of your Country, jou pun 
e ſuch Medſures as tend to the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings. 
975 Din dy 1 cannot 1 =o _ Tt. ( 2 bave, 2 ſome 
of al. of your Lives, your Li s, and your ies ſhould i 
7 75 42 indifferent ly, Fo, por Lie ee from Byaſs or Pre fa Ba 4 
That this great Privilege of Engliſhmen Poul be ſetur d from ay Volation t- 1 
ever ; that on the on Hand tbert may. not be ortumities for thuſe in Power'to op= 4 
preſs or injure innoctnt Men; nor, on the other \" that the Security of the Govern- J 
ment may not be TOLL OP ? reading, the N. my the Hands f 


| * 
fein 


25 V:..4 4 5 TY IR A8 
1444 bob is eo 


u 


a — * . 0 
* 
ww ** 0 4 5 e 
FA * 9 ks f * 
* 7 _ 


wh. 1 * = 2 
» = * e " 
* * 2 . : —* 
a R 9 8 8 
XL - * 


EN the firſt Ed a ve 
12 47 — (vlx.) * The Sheriffs on ra Ro 1 5 > 


< this City and 


— Hes — — 


"*t 7 


Thee are Evil, which, tis to be 54 by the Wiſdom 'of pr Choice may be 
avoided. ' 

You muſt be ſenſible, that your Sheriffs will bawe this, and other important Trafts 
repos d in them, therefore you will think it neeeſ[ary to bave Regard to Perſons of Abili- 
Pagers pens : proper, 6 uch a Statim. 


ot pref ume to to particular Val. alifications ; "Put 1 Jeu are ſo goo 564 Tu Aer 
41 to 3 it is of the —_— Mement that they ſhould be Gentlemen of Charater for 


their Honour and Integrity, eminent for their Zeal to our preſent happy Eft: bliſhment 
in Church and State, and 2 for tbeir 22 Affection to our moſt 1 


Scvereigu King George. rice, ae mak q Low: of the Land the Rule of 
His Attions, and whoſe 11 5 Be is in be M of His People. 


Ted ſtom or an t o 

2 275 Court poo „en Win ing is > Re pho 

38 the Hl ich Was blo p to them by 

ded by the Common - Serjeant, 4 ae the Report, and Kg elivers it 
into the Court of Aldermen. The Report that was made on this Occaſion 


was to this Effect, That ſeveral Per ſöns (naming em) being put in Nomi- | | 


© nation for Sheriffs amongſt others, Sir Jobn Williams, and Richard Lockwood, 


Er a or foe 1 Ti 


© Richard Hopkins, and Felix Feaſt, Fe which was granted. 

The Lord -· Mayor and Court of Aldermen, * down again to the Huſ- 
tings, and by the Recorder acquninted the with this Report of their 
pra dn and then the Sheriffs gave Notice to the Hall, that they would 


the next Morn & a-Clock te take the Pall, 
ny me to that Time 1 DN taking 5. Fe 
dig ng Act — 2 Council, and ſhut up the Books about Six a- 
ock on the Thurſday Evening the 29 t was expected (the Poll 
being finiſhed) that « & nden wo Ng of Fawn 2 Evening, and de- 
2 — next Morning, (as had been uſually — ) eſpecially conſidering 
in gui be gemanded, there were 2 22 lowed 
5 of Lale eder for > the taking and fihiſhio| * 
Veel h Mmuſt h ren 
ay!) 5 But "Mr. Sheriffs were pleaſed to adjanrn, . 2 
Keie 4 Day of Jah, chere wers four Days of the: ſeven 1 
s what Purpoſe will be ren evident in the Sequel of this, Ae 
Upon that Day the Court of Aldermen were again aſſembled in the Co 2 
2 the Hall, and did expect, as was natural and uſual, an Accound how 
Rude. ſtood: upon the Poll, (eſpecially Mr. Sheriffs having . tak * 
Tink ww calt up this Poll); but to their very. grear Xu hes 
Days und out a Ay Way of managing the Poll and. a: hae F i 
pecial Declaration to che 


tion of the ol ſee no Reaſon to depart. from their A080 Declaratio 
7 19 — chersfors 2 dir Fobn Williams, Kt. and A. freer of Longon, Nh 
khard Las 74 ny Citizen and Mercer of Lond duly 1 INE G'S 0 
of au dleſex for the. Year e x 4 ajorit 
© Legal. Votes; Fi Sen 1 75 had bzen demanded for 13 ard wo ins 160 
© Mr. Feaſt, and He 9 this Return t W the Court o Ald 
men, it. being deli Fs in. by the Common-Serjeant, ch 55 Court f 
arely took Ge. is unpteſidented e nd Ig ey Were in 1 
chat there were Perfon $ready & atteſt on hat the, Son xy 
© manded of Mr. Sheriffs in the Hal ant: the, Ya hen upon the * 
ag deny d) as well. as for the Qual 1 fication ol t V, 3 and Fs 8 
© could; prove that 1 was a conſiderable S0 e 95 75 Poll tor Sit 
k © Rithard opkins and Mr. Fesſt ;.and that Mr. Sheri , acted Top 
in the Affair of caſting up the Numbers, as alſo Lan Lab K , (appc panes 
for that Purpoſe by Sir Jobn Williams and Mr. Lockwood) had by Variety. 


55 * Dre avoided caſting up the Numbers with Mr. kale, 


. (who 


The 


© who was appointed by Sir Richard Hophins.20d Mr. Fra, and approved of 
tt Sheri 1— Purpoſe.) But before the — theſe Perſgns 


gne 


5 ns 
{aid they ſhould not he produced to the Court. Mr. S ff 4 being ask · 
were in bis Brother: Pts Culldy 


anner 
d ih 


alſa ſeveral Superviſors on the 
and finding by the — — 


r.Feaſt; 
S 
Majority for Sir Richard 


conſiderab| 


be Court 


this 
an Alderman that the  faid 
os Sir Jobs Williams and Mr. 
by ia]. Court appointed on the rar 
Purpoſe, and ordered that Notice ſhould be publi 
in the Common Hall by the Recorder, That the Court would reccive further 
Information upon Oath concerning the ſaid. Pall. All which was accordi 
declared to the Common Hall by the Recorderin the Words following; (wiz. 
Gentlemen, Mr. Sheriffs having made che Return following to the Court of 
Aldermen, (via.) The Sbetiſſa on the Examination and Computation of the 
„Poll, ſes no Reaſon to depatt from their former Declaration, and do therefore 
6e. declare Sir Jobn Malliam, Kt. Citizen and Mercer of London, and Richard Lock- 
*© wood, Elq; Citizen and Mercer of Landon, duly elected Sheriffs.of this City and 
County of Middleſex: for the Year enſuing; by a Majori whe op otes. 
* The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen having ed to the Conſi- 
© deration of the ſaid Return, are of: Opinion, chat the Declaration therein, 
1 oo Sir A r and Ricbard — — are W er | 
© Majority of Legal Votes, is irregular and unwarrantable; and being deny 
* by Mr. 5 tffs the Numbers upon the Poll, or to have a — 2 Docks 
«© whereinthe Poll was taken, and having examined ſeveral Perſons u Fs 
** they find Cauſe to think that a conſiderable Majotity upon the Poll was for. 
Sir Rieband Hopkins and Mr. Feaſt, and are deſirous that Juſtice may be done 
to their Fellow Citizens in this Affair; and therefore will 
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ctthereof, and ſhall. be ready to receive ſurther Information up Onth con- 
* erning tlie fad Pol.. 261 (l T's 26.09 By 01 115; 2 Sm we” 
The Court of Aldermen met on Thwſday following as hid been agteed on, 
expecting that Mr. Langley Hill and the Superviſors for Sir: abi Williams and 
Mr.!Bockwood would have appeared to diiprove what Mr. Filtingham und the 
other Superviſors had depoſed; but ncither of theſe Perſons did appear, nor 
Mr. Sheriffs, nor the Alderman, (who moved as aforeſaid) nor ſome others 
_ who eſpouſed Sit Fobn Miliami and Mt. Lockwood : For whit Reaſons chey ab- 
ſented on this Occaſion is beſt known to themſelves. It happened that there 
as 2 Number ſufficient to make a Court without them. The Lord Mayor 
informed the Court, that he had received a Letter from Mr. Sheriffs, requiring 
his Precept to the Clerks of the Companies to give a Liſt of the Livery-Men 
of the Companies, that they might go on with a Scrutiny ; and chat conſi- 
dering this Court had declared their Proceedings irregular, he had not grant- 
ed their Requeſt; which the Court approved of as it was a Reſuſal do aſ- 
ſilt the Sheriffs in theit Irtegulatities. And tho the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen were thus treated by thoſe, who are _— by their Oachs and 
their Duty to a different Behaviour, yet the Court paiſed it by without Cen- 
ſure, and gave all Parties (who might be inclin d to conttovert the Account deli- 
ver'd in of the Numbers 2 the Poll) another Opportunity, viz. The next Day 
being Friday the Fifth of Juh, (and che laſt Day, according to the Act of Com- 
mon- Council for finiſhing the Election by the Sheriffs, and making their Re- 
turn to the Court of Aldermen.) Accordingly, the next Day the Court of Al- 
dermen met again, Mr. Sheriffs did not think fit to appear, nor any one to 
diſprove the Account given in of the Numbers on the Poll as aforeſaid; 
but inſtead of giving the Court any Information in that particular; Oath was 
made by ſeveral Citizens, That Mr. S— ff PA-, came that Morning about 
Ten a. Clock without Mr. S-— ff C-—d upon the Hu ing and made a Decla- 
ration to the Effect following, vid. That a Scrutiny nad been demanded and 
© granted, and that the Sheriffs had applied to my Lord Mayor te iſſue his Pre- 
cept to obtain à Liſt of the ſeveral Companies, that the Lord Mayor 
© had refuſed it, that the Sheriffs had ſcrutinized with indefatigable Pains, 
and adhered to their former Declaration of Sir Jobs Williams and Rich- 
© ard Lockwood, Eſq; to be Shefiffs" for the City of Lenden and County of 
© Middleſex for the Year enſuing: And that Mr. 8 ff P=— ordered 
one of his Officers to adjourn the Hall to Five a-Clock that Afternoon. 
And that thereupon ſeveral Citizens demanded again to be told the Numbers 
upon the Poll, and a Scrutiny of the Books for the Numbers upon the Poll, but 
were abſolutely refuſed by him; and Mr. P—e his Under- Sheriff who attended 
him, bid him anſwer noQueſtions ; but he gave one of the Citizens ſome Num- 
bers, ſaying, theſe are the Numbers as I have ſcrutinized them, and told 
them he would give em no other: And after he had made this final Declara- 
1 tion, he was not pleaſed to think the Court of Aldermen (while they were 
4 Sitting and who Sat till near Four a. Clock) worthy his Preſence, or any Re- 
' turn or Report of that Matter, but by his own Order adjourned the Hall to 
that Afternoon Five a-Clock. 4. 55 HO 11 | 
Upon Information of theſe Particulars upon Oath, (Mr. S— ff C-—4 
not appearing to approve or diſapprove of theſe Proceedings,) the Court 
conſidered what was proper for them further to do, to ſatisfy the Citizens 
of the Juſtice and Neceſſity of their interpoſing in an Affair, where in there 
appeared to them ſuch notorious Partiality, and Obſtinacy in perſiſtin, 
1 in irregular and unwarrantable Proceedings, and where the Rights and 
2 Privileges of the City ſeemed to them to be violated in ſo high a Degree. 
2: They therefore reſolved, that the following Declaration ſhould be made 
* by Mr. Recorder to the Common Hall, and that after the Sheriffs therein 
= declared to be duly elected ſhould be called forth as uſual to accept the Of- 
fice, that the Lord Mayor ſhould diſſolve the Hall. Accordingly the Lord 
| Mayor and Court of Aldermen went down to the Huftings,(the Citizens being 
ſtill in che Hall, notwithſtanding Mr. S=—it P s Adjournment, expect- 
r Up 13-4 ENTITIES "LE9E0 ing 
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ing Juſtice to be done them,) and the Revorder made ile Decliration fo reli 


ved on, which was as follows, v ů m. 26244 b 7 
The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen having made a further Enquiry” 
© concerning the Poll ſor Sheriffs, and — —— FalkingbamuponOarh | 
© (who was appointed to caſt up the Numbers, and allowed of by Mr.Sheriffs for 
© that Purpoſe,) and he having declared he was careſul and exact in caſtin 
up every Book wherein the Poll was taken, and in adding the Numbers of / 
© the. whole together, and that to the beſt of his — Knowledge, and 
© Belief, without any wilful Error, the Numbers upon the Poll ſtand thus, vic 
For Sir Richard Hopkins, Citizen and Cutler, —— — 3248, 
For Hübe Feaſt; Eiq; Citizen and Brewer. ——— 244, 
For Sir Jobn Williams) Citizen and Mercer, — —— 3788, 7 
For Richard Leekwoody Eſq; Citizen and Mercer,. —- 379 . 
© Arid the ſaid Court having; alſo examined upon Gath ſeveral Perſons who 
were Superviſors upon the taking the-faidPoll (and others) ho declared upon 
*. their Computation, to the beſt of their Judgment, Knowledge, and Belief, 
© without any wilſul Error, the Numbers ate very near ite ſame with what Mr. 
Fullingbam bas depoſed ; and the ſaid Court having made a publick Declaration 
in this Halt laſt Taeſdan, that they would be ready to receive further Inſorma- 
tion upon Oath, concerning the ſaid Poll; and no one having appeared to 
©. diſprove the Account of the Numbers upon the Poll ſo declared by Mr. Fal. 
© kingham as aforeſaid; and Mr. S — ffs declining to appear at a Court of Al- 
*idermen, (of which they are Members, ) ſummoned Yeſterday for the Purpoſe 
© aforeſaid, and of which they had Notice on T»eſZay that it would be ſummon- 
© ed accordingly and the Court being informed upon the Oath of ſeveral Citi- 
rens, that Mr. S ff P , accompanied with his Under- Sheriff Mr. P: 
(Mr. S—ff CA not being preſent) did this Day declare upon the Heftings, 
That being deny'd a Precept by the Lord Mayor, to the Clerks of che ſeveral 
Companies, ſor a Liſt of their ſeveral Liveries, that the 8 ffs had 
© ſcrutinized the ſaid Poll, and that they adhered to their former Declaration, 
© and that Mr. S- ff pf ordered the Hall to be adjourned to Five a· Clock 
this Day, without making any Report to this Court of the ſaid Proceeding, 
© And this Court having further conſidered of the Proceedings of Mp Seo fe ' 
*. are confirmed in their Opinion of the Irregularity and Unwarrantable neſs 
© thereof; and that the Lord Mayor's iſſuing his Precept ſo de manded as afore- 
© ſaid, would have been a Countenance to ſuch their Proceedings, do therefore 
© approve of ſuch his Refuſal; And the Court do think it incumbent on them 
to declare, that the Numbers on the Poll ſtand as follows, viz. For Sir Richard 
*- Hopkins, Citizen and Cutler; 3248. For Felix Feu, Eſq; Citizen and 
Brewer, 3244.) For Sir Fobn Williams; Citizen and Mercer, 3188. For 
© Richard Lockwood, Eſq; Citizen and Mercer, 3191. And they do further 
declare, that the Election is fallen on the ſaid Sir Richard | Hopkins) and 


©. Felix Feaſt, Eſq; and they are ———— declared duch elected Sheriff of 


© chis City and County of Middleſex for the Year enſu ing. 
Aſter this, the Sheriffs ſo declared duely elected, were called forth as uſual, 
to accept the ſaid Oſſice; and then the Hall was diffolved by the Lord 
Mayor. LL oamo d yd T1140: © IH 220 * 063% 6! oO TEA 1-374 
What Mr. 8 ff p did at Five a- Clock, and what he intended ſur- 
ther to do, has been mentioned in the publick Papers, and will admit of pro- 


per Remarks in due Time. Sir Jobn In illiams and! Richard Lockwood, Eſq; 


have demanded of the Court of Aldermen to be admitted to give 
Bond, but their Demand has not been complied with z but Sir Richard 
Haplim and Mr. Feaſt were allowed, and have given Bond to hold the Office 
aforeſaid. ) This being the real Caſe, I hall proceed to examine, and to 

Cwer ſuch Objections as are made by ſome Perſons to theſe Proceedings 


of the Court of Aldermen, and alſo What is alledged in Deſence of the 


23 .# 
* 


8 ff and their Proceedings. ng 
Ohedbie 1. It is inſiſted on; That by an Ac of Common - Council, made 


Sheriffs are the ſole Judges of the — of ſubſequent Sheriffs, an 
' »v#folib 2 | by 2 5 
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the Court of Alderman: have no Potter to interpaſe in any miner, büt ara 


to declare as the Sheriffs declare, and are bound to ndmit whom they re- 


turn, and bave no Right to examine, Whether the Sheriffs have done their 


Duty or not, but muſt act implicitly, and obey the Sheriffs Commands righs | 
or Wrong. oe ada 65.07 ene , hed * 
_ » Theſe are the Aſſertions which at preſent paß current for Law; and are 
propagated with great Induſtry, and are the Ground of all the Clamaur ' 
agaiolt the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Recorder, hn ate of a 
different Opinion, and ho deny theſe Aſſertions to have any Foundation in 
Law or Reaſon. « —_— re WM- o . 
Anſwer... In order to diſcuſs this Point, it is proper to acquaint the Reader 
with ſome Facts and Uſages, which cannot be deny d by any, Who are ac- 
quainted witch the Laws and Cuſtoms of this City. Tis certain, that the 
Lord Mayor and Court ol Aldermen, had anciently more Power in the Elet- ' 
tion of the City Officers, than they exerciſe now: Tis well known, that 
the Lord Mayor named one Sheriff ſor Hundreds of Years; till that Power 
was taken away by an At of Common- Council. Iis plain by the 
antient City Books, chat one while to | avoid; the Confuſion» of Malti- 
tudes, na ng wa _ —_— to come to — Elections — re raven 
Halls, (under ies) but as Were nam y the Mayor 
and Aldermen, fix out of fore: War , four out of - they and they 4 
ſummoned by them accordingly. *. dg an 8 
Tis as evident that the Sheriffs: were Officers bound to attend the Lord 
Mayor, and miniſterial in the Nature of their Office: And tis a Fact undeniable,” 
that the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermes, at all Times and upon all Occa- 
ſions, is the Court which admits all the City Officers, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt ; and the adminiftring the Oath of Office to the Sheriffs the before ' 


Michaelnas Day, as alfa to the Lord Mayor the before he is preſented at 
Weſtminſter, is by che Court of Aldermen only ; though tis on the Huſtings 
in the publick Hall in a very ſolemm manner, yet there is no Hall of Livery-" 


Men ſummoned: on either of thoſe Days for that purpoſe, 8 
*'Tis as notorious, thac the Sheriffs, às well the Election of Sheriffs, as 
the other Officers choſen. at the Common-Halls, are attended by the Com- 
mon Serjeant of the Cy; and that by the antient Books of the City, he is 
the Officer that is to make Report to the Court of Aldermen, of all the Pro- 


 ceedings on Elections at the Common Halls ; and that even ſince the Act of 


Common Council above-mentioned, he now conſtantly makes the Report to 
the Court of Aldermen, to whom it is made in a very folemn mapner z-and 
it is now and has been the conſtant Uſage for the Court of Aldermen, if chey 
have no Objection to the Report, co go down from their Court upon the 
Huſtingt, to declare by the Recorder the ſeveral Matters that have been 
reported, and for him always to make known on whom the Election 
is fallen, and accordingly to declare the Perſons duely elected. Tis alſo 
as plain by che Cicy Books, thar ſeveral Elections of Sheriffs at the Common- 
Halls are entred to be accepted and approved and others confirmed by the Court 
of Aldermen ing to Ancient Cuſtom, and that they from Time to 
Time have diſcharged Perſons elected Sheriffs by the Common Halls, who 
have applied to them for that Purpoſe, (either for of Eftace, or 
other Reaſons which they have allowed of) and upon ſuch Diſcharges they 
have ſummoned the Common Hall to go to new Elections, which been 
complied with ; and they are reftrained only by the ſaid Ad of Common» 
Council from diſcharging a Sheriff after the zoth of Hoguft. 5 
But ſay the Arguers for the abſolute uncontrollable Power of the Sheriffs. 
(and for their being ſole Judges of ſuch Electiom,) This Act of Common«. 
2 has taken away all Powers from other Perſons and veſted it ſolely 
in the Sheriffs. . Een e i hid. 4 7 | 
Let us conſider this Matter: There was 2 Diſpute Wo had the 
Right of- calling, r and diſſolwing Common- Halls, the. Lord 
Mayor or the Sheriffs; and this was - adjuſted: and ſettled: by the Act a 
above (viz.) the Lord Mayor the Riglu to aſſemble and the Power to 
$112 | ö 8 $4 diſſolve 
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diſſolve' the Hall, and the Sheriffs to adjourn it during a Pull ang Seriielny: 
They ate preſcribed three Days time for finiſhing the Poll, and | ſever 
Days from that, for finiſhing the Scrutiny ; and what elſe 2 Why to make 
Return of ſuch- Officers fo choſen; make Return to whom? What theſe 
ablolute ſole Judges of an Election to make Return of their Protcedings 
to any other Power? Yes-— Unluckily it falls out, that they muſt make Re- 
turn to the very Court who always had. the Right, and who always exerciſed 
the Right (Time out of Mind) to admit all the. City Officers; (the 
Court Who (as appears by the Entries in the City Books) approve, and 
accept and confirm Elections, and who diſcharge Perſon: elected, ſor fuch 
Reaſons as they judge ſufficient:) Nay this Act is ſo far from taking away. 
any ſuch Right of Admiſſion from the Court of Aldermen, that in Caſe of 
Difference betu een the Sheriffs, the Lord Mayor is to go on wich the Poll 
and Scrutiny; and he is bound to make Return, To whom? Why to this very 
Court, that they may admit the Officer whom they ſhall judge to be fairly 
elected. Why are they to uſe their Reaſon, and to judge whom they wi 
admit? What won't they take the Sheriffs Words, though they ſhould report 
One Hundred to be more than One Hundred and Fifty: ? Have they any 
Truſt repoſed in them, to preſerve any of the Rights and Privileges of their 
Fellow Citizens? Do they pretend to follow the Steps of their Predeceſſours? 
and to examine and receive Informations {po Oath, concerning the Violati- 
on of any ſuch Rights and Privileges, and maniſeſt Injuries done to Candi- 
dates upon Elections ? 8 pretend tliat they are not obliged to go down 
to the Common- Hall, and to declare a notorious and ny Falſity, if the 
Sheriffs ſhould Return it? Have they any Rignt before they deelare or admit an 
Officer as duly elected, to enquite of Mr. Sheriffs, concerning the Fair- 
neſs or Re * of their Proceedings ? And if they find Partiality, can they 
have any Pretence to enquite upon Oath concerning Truth, though in the 
moſt candid Manner? Sure this Court of Aldermen are very perverſe and un- 
mannerly to ſuch upright impartial Judges, that they won t declare and admit; 
juſt as they think fit, without Heſitation or Scrup lle. 
Objection 2. Why then the Court of Aldermen at tflis Rate may controll 
a fair and regular Election, and admit ſuch as are not elected. 
' ) Uifwer.. | Tie Anſwer is plain, the Right of Admiſſion neceſſarily implies 
a Power of judging what they dog before they exerciſe that Right. And to 
argue that becauſe the Power may be abuſed, which is lodged!in them by the 
Laws of the City and conſtantly uſed by them, there fore they ſhan't judge at 
all in order to exerciſe theit Right, is odd Reaſoning; but holds more 
againſt che Sheriffs, that their Power of making a Return, ſhall not be con- 
ſttued to be an abſolute Right of naming their Succeſſurs and requiring theic 
Admiſſion by the Court of Aldermen; ſince. abſolute Power is much more liable 
to Abuſe in the Hands of two Perſons (Inferiour Officers). than twenty ſix the 
chief Magiſtrates and Governouts of the City. The Right is tea thus, 


The Power of returning from the Common- Hall to the Court of Aldermen, as 


alſo the taking the Poll and Scrutiny (according to the Laws and Cuftams of 
tlie City,) in order to that Return, is now. (Whatever it was formerly) in the 
Sheriffs; che Power of Admiſſion, which i giving Poſſeſſion of the Office, is 
Without doubt in the Court of Aldermen. If che Sheriffs abuſe their Truſt, che 
Oourt of Aldermen ars a Check upon them, and can by their Right oſ Admiſſi- 
on put ſome Stop to that Evil, and are under no Obligation to ſuffer an Evil 
V hichthey can prevent, (and as toPuniſhment of theSffs ſor their Misbehaviour, 
that may come beſides, tho their Deſigns are fruſtrated:) Ii the Court af Al- 
detmen abuſe their Power of Admiſſion, rhe Court of Kings Bench are a Check 
upon them, and can command Juftice to be done, they having the Superinten- 
dency over all Inferiour Juriſdictions, and have alſo the Power of puniſhing for 


Mlisbehavlours in ſuch Officers who ſhall abuſe the Truſts repoſed in them; And 


- if the Court of King's Benchdoes Wrong, it is well known who are to rectiſy their 
- Ertours. And this is the mighty Grievance which (as ſome have pretended ) 


_ -threatens no leſs than the Conſtitution of England, the Deſtruction of the City 
_ Charters, and Wr nas ag Nis Þ 2% 0k 1) LON een, 
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obi, z. It is pretended that the $ = were not in any Mannet 
F — 4 to declare the Numbers upon the Poli, and ãſ ſo, they have been guilty 
r e en 4a ot t 
_ © Anſwer.” Are not the S—— obliged to govern themſelves in the City E- 
r lections by the Laws and Uſages of the City? Have not thaſe Laws and U. 
EE | A be ctibed a certain regular Method which has been conſtantly obſerved; 
1 d never violated till this Inſtance? ls not the firſt Method to judge by 
holding up of Hands? If that is not acquieſced in, Is not the next Step a 
Poll, and a Declaration how that Poll ſtands, and then a Scrutiny demanded 
by the Minority? Can any one know or judge whether it may be propet to 
demand and give the Trouble of a Scrutiny or not, till it is diſcoverd who 
are the — — 7 . that Minority is, whether great or ſmall? To 
what end is the Poll and — — by the Act of Common Coun- 
cil, and different Times preſcribed ſor the taking and finiſhing of each? Did 
ever $——-ffs before this Time jumble them both together, induſtriouſly con- 
_ cealing the one, and precipitately prejudging the other, inverting all Order 
and Method? Were ever before this Time, che Candidates who had the 
M. joricy upon the Poll put to che Patt which belongs to a Minority? 
Or even if the Uſage had not been conſtantiy againſt em, to what End 
was this refuſed? Can — lay, that this was à fair and impartial 
Way of Proceeding in theſe qudges (as they are called)? And when the 
Court, to whom they are bound to make a Return of their Proceedings, and 
who are to admit the Officers, deſire to be ſatisſied of theſe Matters, to give 
ſuch Anſwers, and to proceed wich ſuch Contempt of that Court, (of Which | 
they are Members.) This is reſerred to the due Conſideration af all thoſe who 
are ſo ready to applaud the Intrepidiry of Mr. 58 ffs, but ſay not a Word 
of their Impartiality, their Diſeretion, or their Honour. 
Obfectin 4. It is alledged, that the Court of Rldermen have done wrong 
in declaring Sir Richard Hopkins and Mr. > Fea duly elected, without ſeeing 
the Books, ot . prin would prove upon — „ elne 
Anſwer. Mr. S its denied this Court (as well as the ſ ommon- Hall) the 
Numbers upon the Poll, or a Sight of the Books wherein the Names of che 
Voters were contain d; the Court had the next beſt Evidence which could 
be had, ac ro the former, and it was impoſſible for them by this Behaviour of 25 
_ the 8 — ff to have the Knowledge of the latter: The Time was come that 
FR . tTthe'Common-Hall expected from the Court of Aldermen to do them 
= Juſtice; and each Party grew. inflamed whilft this Conteſt continued: A final 
Declaration (ſuch as it was) had been made by one S——ff, (whether the 9 
other agreed to it was not then known.) What Mr. 5 ff P57 ſhould pre- . 
tend to adjourn the Court for, after his final Declaration of the Election, aged 
no Return of that to the Court of Aldermen, was not then to be conceived: 
any Rational Man, and as little to be juſtified when ic was known. And if it 
were admitted that all the S. ffs Proceedings were Regular even to that 2 
final Declaration, yet from that Time their Power of ſurther Adjoumment . 
ceaſed? and they ſhould forthwith have returned that ſinal Declaration to the g 
Coutt of Aldermen, and then the Court (if they had been farisfied of the 
Truth and Fairneſs of it) ſhould regularly have gone down immediately to 
the Hall, and ſhould by the Recorder have declared who were duly elected, 
and then the Parties to be called to accept the Oſſice, and then the Lord 
Mayor and he only could diſſolve the Hall: But Mr. S ff, having paſſed 
=_ - over the uſual Method of determining this Matter, and being reſolved chat 
it ſhoald be determin'd in their own Way only, and the Court of Aldermen _ 
*Þ deing put under theſe Difficulties by Mr. — — if Behaviour, the Perſons who 
.- appeared co them to have the Majority upon the Poll, muſt be taken by them 
= to have the Right, till that Majority ſhould be fairly and regulatiy taben off: 
| 3 This Majority was not taken off by the pretended Scrutinies of the SS, 
| neither che Firſt, tie Second, nor could have been done by the Third, that was 
4 offered at in fo extraordinary a Manner. The firſt Declaration of a Majority 
= - "of legal Votes was from a Scrutiny by the Sheriffs only before the Poll was 
wma in any Manner, or any Scrutiny demanded; H was mne pre- 
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till che Numbers of che Poll ſhould be firſt declared. The third Scrutiny which 
tiny, who had played all theſe Frolicks, {the other not diſclainung but now 


had been willfully broke through and ſtill obſtinacely perſiſted in) and would 
accept of a Challenge, they might be-ſuce to find a clear Stage and no Fa- 

vour: Thus was this laſt Affair conducted by Mr. S — ff P——z: (as 150 | 
e 


to obtain Juſtice 
_ "the Common Hall, Who had been thus created, . w 


the City. 


_ true, is it à Reaſon either in guſtice or Conſcienes to induce 


Election of an Officer, whom no one utcrhemſelves. have a Right of admit- 
ting ?. 1s it by their finding an that Engaey, in ehe mot open, fair, and 


them and to the Citizens in the Common Hall, that they had Reaſon to ap- 
prchend that they were notoriouſly Partial and Irregular, had refuſed Juſtice | .* 

do the Candidates of one Side, and ſhewn a reſolute Attachment to che. other? 
1s ͤit by the acting in Support of the ancient, conſtant, and regular Methods, 38 
Cauſtoms, and Uſages of the City, in Oppoſition e What the Wought a 
©, + Violation of them by the 8.—ffs, and by refuſing ic countenance or aiſ t 
them in theſe Proceedings? 7 %%% ˙· ä 
If this is breaking an harter cis deſired that it may be produced; for 
ſuch a Charter was never heard of bee . 4 
EX Ry Objedion 7. But the Lord«Mayor denied a Precept to the Clerks af the So 2. 
_ "Companies to ſend Liſts of che Liverymen.of the Companies, to enable ch 
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poſterous: The Second alſo was a Scrutiny without Serutineers, and they da« 1 © © Þ 


pied a Scrutiny for the firſt Thing which was demanded, "viz. the Number: 
upon the Poll, and pretended to make a Scrutiny by themſelves and of theit 
own Accord oi what no body inſiſted on, (viz. the Qualification of the Voters) © * + % 


was intended to be propoſed was thus; One of the impartial } udges of aScrus _ 1 2 bY 


avowing them) after his Power was at an End by his final Declaration, takes 
upon himſelf to adjourn the Common-Hall, on purpole to bring a Meſſage 
from one Sett of Candidates co the others, and to let them and the Citizens 
know, that if they would wave all Advantages, and not inſiſt on the fair and 
regular Method which the Law had preſcribed to adjuſt theſe Affairs, (which 


peared: in the Publick Prints after the Hall was diſſolved, and which t 
Court of Aldermen could not be appragd of beforehand without conjuring, 
nor could it have been comply'd with if they had known it;) Nor could. 
any one have me en chat ſuch a Conceit ſhould be thought a proper Means 
| rom thoſe: who had already ſufficiently ſhewn themſelves 
in this Aﬀair. Let all the, World judge what could. the Court of Alder- 
men have done other than What they did do, in Juſtice to the Citizens in 
| Rintrs Collens and 
Uſages ſeem chem to be violated and contemned in ſo flagrant a manner: 


Nor could they do Jefs in regard to the Preſervation of the Publick Peace c 


* 


4 


| Ohjittion g. A to. Bribery and Corruption alladged to he at this Election. 
Anſwer. Does any one believe that it was all an 42 Side? Lam forty 
if there was any on either and no one can juſtify. ſuch Procegdi Or, 
I fear, hinder them. Byt. What is chat to the pręſent 1 'Who 8 
dered its appearing by regular Scrutiny but the 8-—fls? = dered 
the Court of Aldermen ſram diſcoveting it but che Sis 2 If chere were 
Frauds and Abuſes in the Poll, there were other Frauds and Abuſes which 
prevented the detecting ig in-aregular and. legal: Nee. 
Ob jection 6. But tis ſaid if what is laid to che Poor of the 7. „„ 
| my | | 2 8 a 1 
Mayor, and the Aldermen, to break through the Charter and infringe hs 1 
juſt Rights of his Fellow Citizens e ee 
Anſwer. No — But the 8 — ff. Misbehaviour and I: regularity, | may 


. Juſtify the Court of Aldermen's refuſing to joyn in any injurious Treac- 


ment of Candidates, and the Citizens efpouling them; and- may give them a 
handle to exerciſe their undoubted Right o do all the Juffice to the injured in 


their Power, and to prevent the Injury if they cah, and to vindicate themſelves. 


by laying their Reaſons before the Citizens in the Common-Hall, which obliged - 
them to purſue thoſe Meaſures they havetaken, as the only Means to do them 
Juſtice. But pray what Charter is broken and what juſt Rights infringed 2 

Is it by an Enquiry of the Court of Aldermen upon Oath concerning the Par- Ay2s. - 
tiality and Irregularity of che S4— i; inmeking-of Return to them of an 


candid Manner, and by the contemptuous Behaviour ok che S— ff, both ro 
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ag ® $— ff, to go © with the Scrutiny ; and my Lord Mayor; mi | 
* Lepts when the 8 ffz demand it. „ na 
8 * Anſwer, 1 deny that: He ought to aſſiſt in the Exechion of che Laws ane 
„„ Dae of the City. but not in the Breath and Violation of chem ; But to 
5 go on Wirb what Scrutinz? Why the Scturiny that the S——f deſired to go 
E onWwithal, and whith no Body elſe troubled themſelves About till they could 
knoty the Numbers upon the Poll. Why, did not che Citizens demand a Scru- 
tiny upon pp Declaration of a Majority of Legal Votes for Sir John 
_ - Williams, and Mr. Lockwood? Yes— But if you will take their Oaths for it 
= who demanded it. — I was firſt to know the Numbers upon the Poll from 
the 8—ffs, they refuling to tell; then they demanded à Scrutiny of the 
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I | Books for thaſe Numbers, and adhered to this Demand as their Right; and 
to Books 1%; "Th to by Teveral, on the Enquiry by the Court of Aldermen, —_— 


as to What goed in the Hall at the Time of the firſt Declaration. - But ſup- 
 pofe there Rad been ud inſiſting on the Numbers on the Poll; and a ge- 
i | . neral Scrütiny demanded; ought not the SS—fe (if they had been in Ear- 
4 | neſt) to have given the Candidates Notice to appoint Scrutineers, and heard 
[ A f _th:ir Object ions und Anſwers about the Right of Voters (does not an Act of Com- 
q: mon. Council expreſly require it?) E , 

| The 8——ffs were ſenſible that Objections might be determined without 


« 


0 rhe Lifts of the Compares ; and therefore, (as they alledg'd) they ſerutini- 


ſed by chemſelves wick Tndefacigable Pains ; —— Sure; if they had taken 
the Aﬀiſtance of Scrutineers on each Side in this pretended Scrutiny, ie 
might Have fayed fome of their indefatigable Pains, and have been juſtly 
5 re impartial Method, and more conformable to. the Laws and 

 Ulayes of the City. | * w” WT $7.28 
Dat dan any w:byalf@ Perſon conceive that the S——# intended from 
the Beginning ellat there ſhould be à fair and regular Scrutiny? Wh 
was there an Adjourthment of Four Days when the Poll was cloſed 5 
Why were the Numbers upon the Poll concealed 2 Why all this con- 

temptuous Behaviour to * Court of Aldermen, and perſiſting in their Ix- 
regularities in Defiance of Law and common Juſtice? | Goes 

Tis co be hoped that what is beforementioned will-ſacisfy all reaſonable 

and impartial Perſons, whoſe Conduct is to be approved, or blamed, that of the 
Court of Aldermen, or of the Sheriffs; And that theſe Proceedings thus 
truly ſtated, Will be thought a ſufficient Anſwer to the many falſe and un 
juſt Reflections on the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Recorder upon e 
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